December 2nd, 2001
Hi Gavin

This will be the last letter for a few weeks. I will be leaving for New Zealand next Saturday early evening. I am now flying on Air New Zealand. I was originally going to fly on Singapore Airlines and travel via Singapore (only ½ hour longer going but requires an overnight stop on the way back), but I could only get onto waiting lists for the price I was prepared to pay. (No problem paying twice as much though!) The Air NZ ticket is slightly more expensive but has the advantage because Air NZ is giving double air points for December to January for the HK-Auckland leg. As these points eventually add up to a free ticket, the ‘effective’ price of the ticket is not much different.

Well the main new I suppose is that the Marines are finally in Afghanistan. On TV, I saw them being airlifted from the aircraft carrier by helicopter as well as on land at the airport near Kandahar (an airport by the way that I have been too many years ago when on holiday in the area. Only an airport stop – didn’t go into the city). Also saw pictures on some marines getting into those boats floating inside another ship. Not sure where they could be going seeing that Afghanistan is a land-locked country. Also heard that Marines based in California (?Camp Pendelton) are on their way to the Arabian Sea. The US battle group on its way to the Arabian Sea arrived in HK yesterday for four days. It is estimated that they will spend about HK$40 million while here.

Went for a run yesterday from Tai Wo up Cloudy Hill (where you started the motor many years ago – remember?) and in a circle to the little reservoir (where we went once with Dewar’s) and back via Cloudy Hill to Tai Wo. The time was similar to that of last year; was hoping it would be much faster – think I am tired so will have a rest in NZ. Was drizzling for the first 40 minutes but I quite like running in the rain. Still swimming. The water is a bit cool but not too bad; I do not shiver. 

Last Monday afternoon I went along to the Education Department. They had a seminar for publishers about the new syllabusses for Chemistry, Physics and Biology. On another day I went over to HK side to pickup the air tickets. Also went to the Government bookshop to buy two syllabus guides, which a guy in Brunei asked me to get for him when I was there last. This is the first time I have been there since coming back from Brunei so he has had to wait for quite some time! 

There has been another tour bus crash in China involving HK tourists. Two people killed. Most of the others returned to HK for treatment – they prefer to get treatment here rather than in China. More businesses closing down. The Hotel Furama closed down the other day; it was opened in about 1974 so was one of the oldest of the new bunch of HK hotels. Also, a chain of famous shark fin restaurants closed down. And as is typical of many HK companies, the staff were not told and were left being owed many months of pay which they may or may not get. The dispute between Cathay Pacific Airways and their aircrews has flared up again. This time, the company has been taken to court for what the crews say is a breach of contract about the rostering system.

The last I heard, you will arrive in HK on December 26th. Remember that the key for the suite will be left at the reception desk for you. I (with Leonie, I think) will be back early evening on the following day (27th) but I will take a spare key so will be able to get in OK. 

That’s about it for now. Thinking of you. 

Cheers.

Dad
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